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	Eastbay Astronomical Society Presents




“Neutron Stars, Pulsars, and Planets Made of Diamond”
Presented by Andrew Siemion

Event: EAS Monthly Presentation/Lecture
When:  Saturday May 19, 2012; 7:30 – 9:00PM

Where:  Chabot Space and Science Center, Room: Hauben
Abstract of Lecture

In the nearly 50 years since their discovery, radio pulsars have proven to be unparalleled probes of both the dynamical system in which they reside and the intervening interstellar media between pulsars and the Earth.  Pulsar research has led to two Nobel prizes, including the first ever awarded to an astronomer, the first detection of extrasolar planets, and in the near future may provide a powerful means to study gravitational radiation.  Andrew will present a brief history of pulsar research and highlight some of the fascinating recent pulsar discoveries, including observations of the most massive known neutron star and a planet made entirely of crystalized carbon… perhaps diamond.  Andrew will conclude with a description of an on-going, Berkeley-led, search for pulsars orbiting the supermassive black hole at the center of the Milky Way, objects considered one of the 'holy grails' of observational astrophysics.
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Biography of Andrew Siemion
Andrew Siemion, Project Scientist, is an astrophysics Ph.D. candidate at the University of California, Berkeley.  His current research activities focus on designing instruments and experiments to detect rare and novel radio phenomena.
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