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	Eastbay Astronomical Society Presents




“Robots – Past, Present, and Future”
by Lorenzo Riano


Event: EAS Monthly Lecture/Presentation
When:  Saturday, December 08, 2012; 7:30 – 9:00PM

Where:  Chabot Space and Science Center, Room: Hauben
Abstract of Lecture
The field of Robotics has shown to be a society-changing force whose exponential growth is soon going to play a significant role in people's lives.  Governments are investing more and more money to advance the technology and accelerate the time when robots will be pervasive.  In spite of the efforts of universities and companies around the world the technology is still not mature enough that robots can be deployed reliably outside controlled environments.  In this talk Lorenzo Riano will highlight the major achievements of the past few years, the problems that remain unsolved and the direction robotics is going.  Particular emphasis will be put on de-mystifying robotics from Hollywood imagination and highlighting how robots can make a difference in people's lives.
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Biography of Lorenzo Riano
Lorenzo Riano is a postdoctoral research scientist in the Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer Sciences at U.C. Berkeley, where he works with professors Trevor Darrell and Pieter Abbeel.  Lorenzo is conducting research in deep semantic language acquisition using robotic visual and tactile information as input for experiential learning of objects, actions, and consequences.  His research interests are in Robotics, Machine Learning, Decision Making, Planning, and Computer Vision.  Previously he was a research associate on the Cognitive Robotics Team at the Intelligent Systems Research Center, University of Ulster, UK.  To extend his research outreach beyond scientific papers, he uses various social media for sharing news items, blogging and comments.

For more information about Lorenzo’s blogs, his projects and research goals, or to view some of his robots, visit his website:  http://www.eecs.berkeley.edu/~riano/
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