
ASTRONOMY DAY at

PLACERITA CANYON NATURE CENTER
Organized by The Local Group Astronomy Club of Santa Clarita
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                  PROGRAMS FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

1:00 pm		SOLAR OBSERVING
Observe the sun safely through a solar telescope.  Solar telescopes will be set up outside the Nature Center.

3:30 pm  		VENUS: EARTH’S EVIL TWIN AND ASTRONOMY’S YARDSTICK
with Guest Speaker, Mark Wallace of NASA/JPL

Venus has been called our sister planet. It is our closest planetary neighbor and nearly the same size as the Earth. But it is a very different world. It is also very important in the history of astronomy. Mark will talk about some of that history, including the amazing story of the 1761 and 1769 transits and what we know of Venus today.

Mark Wallace is a Mission Design Engineer at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena. In his 12 years with the Lab, he has helped develop concepts for robotic and human missions for Venus, the Earth, Moon, Mars, asteroids, comets, and beyond. He was recently the lead Mission Designer for a Venus lander concept and is currently a member of the operations team for the two GRAIL lunar orbiters, Ebb and Flow.

4:30 pm   		WHY CAN'T I FIND ANYTHING WITH MY NEW TELESCOPE? 
with Jim Van Winkle of The Local Group Astronomy Club of Santa Clarita

Jim will discuss the classic mistakes and problems that people encounter with their new telescopes.  Topics covered will be telescope setup, finder scopes, focusing, aiming and what to expect when you look through the eyepiece.

7:00 – 8:30 pm	TELESCOPE VIEWING (weather permitting)
See the Moon, Venus, Mars and Saturn and much more.  Telescopes will be set up for the evening in the parking lot.


Placerita Canyon Nature Center
19152 Placerita Canyon Rd.
Newhall, CA  91321  
(661) 259-7721
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