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	Eastbay Astronomical Society Presents



“Active Solar Astronomy”
(Using filters for viewing the sun and building a spectroheliograph)
by Joseph Bartolick


When:  Saturday November 19, 2011, 7:30 – 9:30PM
Where:  Chabot Space and Science Center, Room: Hauben
Abstract of Lecture

Since the introduction of low cost packaged solar telescopes there has been an explosion of interest in observing the Sun, but what can a person actually see with these instruments?  How was the Sun observed by amateurs before the age of available Coronado scopes?  Joe will display and describe examples of various solar features, the types of instruments necessary for observing these features, and a detailed report on the construction and use of a digital spectroheliograph, the modern descendant of an instrument first developed in 1890, with additional refinements in 1932.
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Biography of Joe Bartolick
Joe is currently an explosives experiment coordinator (“Ramrod”) at the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory (LLNL) in Livermore, California.  He has also worked in high speed imaging and laser system design at LLNL.  Prior to 1997, Joe designed and built spectroscopic and laser systems at the Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory.  Joe has been an amateur solar astronomer since 1966.  In his “quiet time” he enjoys building solar imaging systems, some increasingly complex.
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