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	Eastbay Astronomical Society Presents




“Extra-Solar Planets and the Kepler Mission”
Presented by Howard Isaacson

Event: EAS Monthly Presentation/Lecture
When:  Saturday April 21, 2012; 7:30 – 9:00PM

Where:  Chabot Space and Science Center, Room: Galileo
Abstract of Lecture

NASA's Kepler Mission has produced over 2300 transiting planet candidates and that number continues to increase.  In his presentation, “Extra-Solar Planets and the Kepler Mission”, Howard Isaacson will discuss the discoveries Kepler has made to date and the resulting follow-up work that is taking place to confirm and characterize the planet candidates.  From the first definitively rocky planet to hundreds of multi-planet systems, Kepler has revolutionized the study of extra-solar planets.  In the last six months, the first Earth-sized planets have been verified.  In addition, a slew of planets with radii a few times the size of the Earth have been discovered in their star's habitable zones.  Kepler's ultimate goal is to discover Earth-sized planets in the habitable zone.  Howard will touch on Kepler's milestones, and examine future prospects of the Kepler Mission.
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Biography of Howard Isaacson
As a researcher as UC Berkeley, Howard Isaacson contributes to NASA's Kepler Mission through ground based follow-up of transiting planet candidates.  Using the Shane 3-meter telescope at located at Lick Observatory and the 10-meter telescopes at Keck Observatory, he collects spectra of stars that potentially host planets.  Then, using data from the Keck Observatory, he works to determine the characteristics of those extra-solar planets.
EAS_Guest_Speaker_2012-04-21_Isaacson_Howard.docx

