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Heights High School will be hosting an Astronomy Night on Thursday, November 14, 2013 from 8:00 – 10:00 pm at the Heights campus.  This event is open to students, families and the community to come and explore the night skies.

Heather Journell has been instructing her Earth and Space Science students since the beginning of the semester about Astronomy.  They have not only been learning about our own solar system, but about galaxies, black holes and planetary nebulas.  Journell wanted to be able to show the students what they have been studying, but knew that the closest observatory was at Lake Afton, nearly 45 minutes away for some students.  Journell shared, “Taking a field trip at night wasn’t practical, and I knew that most of my students weren’t able to make the drive themselves.  So, I brought the observatory to my students!” 

Dr. Greg Novacek, director of the Lake Afton Observatory, will be present for the event to help point out visible objects in the night sky.  In addition, local amateur astronomers from the Kansas Astronomical Observers (KAO) will be on site with telescopes to help with viewing.  Of course, students and families are more than welcome to bring their own telescopes to get some expert help in observing the night sky.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The event will be held in the Science Hall at Heights High School at 5301 N. Hillside in Wichita, and is open to the public.  Refreshments will be served. Journell added, “I hope this event will show people that have never seen the night skies through a telescope how beautiful our universe is.”  For questions or more information, contact Heather Journell at hjournell@usd259.net.
