RAS 101- Member Meetings for new or prospective members.
What is the RAS? Who can join? What are the club rules? 

What qualifications or equipment is required to be a member?

Who owns the Warren Rupp Observatory? What is the WRO website address?
Who are the officers and board trustees? Where can I find email addresses or phone numbers?
It's cold outside, is there heat at the observatory?

Can I go to observatory anytime I want? Can I bring my children, grandchildren, family and friends? How can I find out when are other members are going to be present? What is authorized observing? Are observing hours restricted? What if I want to go to the observatory sometime other than a Public Night or authorized observing periods? Can I go to the observatory without other members present? How do I request observing time at the observatory? How do I login to the WRO bulletin board?
How do I get into the buildings? Where's the restroom? There is a switch in the restroom that doesn't seem to do anything, what is it and should it be turned on?
Is there an internet connection or telephone at WRO? Will my cell phone work?
I have permission to observe, but the gates at the entrance are locked, can I still go in?

I forgot the combination to a lock, or have a problem at the observatory, who can I call for help? The clubhouse door won't unlock, what should I do?
I don't have binoculars or a telescope, is there equipment at the observatory that I can use? I've never used a telescope before, will someone teach me?

How can I tell if something belongs to a member or if it is club equipment? Can I take club equipment home to use? Where do I post requests for signing out equipment? 
Can I store my equipment at WRO and is it insured?

What are Outreach events? What is the Starlab Planetarium? How will I know when and where Outreach events and Public Nights are scheduled? What is Starry Nights? Can I schedule my own Outreach event? 
I had my telescope setup in my backyard and a lot of neighbors came to look, is that considered an Outreach event?

What is the Night Sky Network? How do I get to the website? How do I edit my profile?
How do I view events marked as private on the NSN calendar? I forgot my login name and password, what should I do?

Am I required to attend meetings or Outreach events? 

I'm just getting started and know very little about astronomy, what can I do to participate in Outreach events? What should I do if someone asks a question and I don't know the answer? Can I give a presentation at an Outreach event?

What is the Hidden Hollow Star Party all about? Do I have to pay to participate?

 What do I need to get started in astronomy? How can I learn the night sky? How do I know what to look for in the sky? What are M, NGC, IC, Abell and Herschel objects and the other stuff that I hear other members talking about? What is a Messier Marathon?  Are there any programs or books to help me locate objects? What does the term magnitude mean and how does it apply to observing?
When is the best time to observe? How does the moon affect observing? What is the Clear Sky Chart and how do I read it? What is light pollution?
I just saw something in the sky that was moving really fast. It got really bright and then faded away, what was it? 

How can I find out when the ISS or other satellites will be visible? Are there any comets that I can observe, and how can I find out when and where to look?

How can I find the north star and since it's not the one of the brightest star in the sky, why is it important? What are star clusters, nebulas, comets, galaxies, asteroids, dwarf planets, auroras, variable stars and supernovae? Why isn't Pluto a planet anymore? Where is the asteroid belt, the Kuiper belt and the Ort cloud?  How far is a light year and what is an AU?  When will I be able to see all of the planets? Why will Mars appear to turn around and move away from the constellation Leo, in April?

Why don't I see the color of a nebula through a telescope, like it is in the picture?

What equipment do I need? What telescope should I buy? Isn't bigger always better? How much magnification will I get? How far away will I be able to see? Can I see a black hole?
What are the different types of telescopes and what are the advantages or disadvantages?

What are the different types of mounts and their applications?

Where can I buy astronomical equipment? How much will it cost? 

If I buy a new scope, will anyone help me set it up and show me how to use it?

How can I safely view the sun? What are sunspots? Does the club have dedicated equipment for viewing the sun? When is the Venus Transit across the sun?
Can I take pictures with my telescope? What kind of equipment is needed?
What do the terms F-ratio, Focal Length, Aperture, F-stop and ISO mean and how do they apply to astronomy?  What are the differences in the types of eyepieces What are eyepiece filters and what are they used for? What is a Barlow lens?
Are UFOs real? What really happened at Roswell? What will happen on Dec. 12, 2012 and what will follow? Where is Nibiru now and when will it begin to approach Earth? What's happening on the Moon? Will Jupiter become a star? When will Mars appear to be as big as the Moon? Why does the Subaru emblem only have six stars, instead of seven? How many club members have names other than Bob, Dan or John?
Get the answers to any or all of these questions and more at the New Member Meetings, hosted by Bryan Summer.
 This program is designed to help newer members become acquainted with other members and procedures at the observatory and to help get you started as an amateur astronomer.     

New Member Meetings with be held on the third Saturday of each month, beginning March 17, 2012, from 6 to 7 PM and open to all members. All meetings are during the authorized observing period and observing will follow, weather permitting. Send your RSVP to Bryan Summer bryansummer@yahoo.com, if you plan to attend. 
Bryan will recruit one or more members to speak at each event. No boring lectures, but guaranteed to further your quest of astronomy.
 If you are considering becoming a RAS member and would like to attend one of the new member meetings, contact Mike at mikensnwro@hotmail.com.
.

