“TENNESSEE SPRING STAR PARTY” 2013
MAY 10 to 12                                                                      



Welcome to Fall Creek Falls State Park (FCFSP) and the ninth annual “Tennessee Spring Star Party” (TSSP).   TSSP is designed for those who are interested in astronomy.  From the beginner with a passing curiosity, to the professional, TSSP has much to offer.  We have assembled a group of professional and amateur speakers and events which will be of interest to all who love the night sky. All talks are presented for everyone to understand and enjoy.  Please check the event schedule for times and location for these informative presentation.  
FCFSP is one of Tennessee’s more remote state parks which provides for exceptionally dark skies.  At an elevation of 1850 ft. above sea level, views from the observation field yield a very prominent Milky Way.  The observation field is within walking distance of the Fall Creek Falls Inn (FCFI).                                   
For newcomers to astronomy, there will be a workshop (Introduction to the night sky and how to use a simple astronomical telescope) on the field from 8:00pm to 9:00pm both nights.  Meet at the hospitality tent at 7:50pm. This is a great way for you to start learning the night sky. You will be finding planets, stars, and constellations, in minutes. If you need help setting up your own telescope comes to the field at 7:30pm.  
Vanderbilt’s Dyer Observatory will have their portable Planetarium set up in the lobby of FCFI and showing “What’s in the Night Sky Tonight”. Please check the schedule for show times. Venders selling astronomy related items will be set up in the lobby.   
Groups (Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, etc) are welcome. We will work with you on your astronomy merit badge requirements. (615-293-7160) or e-mail (watkinslk@comcast.net ) Lloyd Watkins.  Please call or e-mail in advance as to your specific requirements.   
Red light rules (no white light) will be observed after sunset both Friday and Saturday nights on the observation field. Red light preserves your night vision. White light takes your night vision away. For your convenience, there will be red cellophane and rubber bands at the hospitality tent to cover your white flashlights.  For the general public, the hospitality tent will serve as a warming area if needed.  At 10:00pm, hot chocolate, coffee, and snacks will be available, free of charge, at the hospitality tent for all the late night and morning observers both Friday and Saturday nights. The hospitality tent will be heated both nights.
The observation field is not a designated camping area.  However, if you are observing all night, you may park your car, pick-up truck, SUV or van with your scope.  You may nap and eat snacks out of your vehicle, but no travel trailers, large RV’s or tent camping allowed in this area. These larger vehicles may park on the paved parking area at the observation field. For your lodging needs FCF’s Inn has a special astronomy event package for the weekend, for large groups camping and cabins are available. If you’re staying the night it is highly recommended that you make reservations in advance.  
TSSP is strictly an outreach astronomy event.  There is no registration or registration fee.  The only cost you incur is lodging and food or you may come Saturday only to attend the speaker programs. This event is sponsored by FCFSP, Dyer Observatory (Vanderbilt University.), CAS (Cumberland Astronomical Society), and Astronomy in the Parks Society. 
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