Star Gazing Party Experience 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The “Star Gazing Party” I participated in involved Selena and Schelly as well. On October 26th, we went on to the HEB in College station to lead an event for the community to watch. At 5:00 we set up near the front of the store and instantly people were interested in what was going on. We had to wait about an hour and half for the sky to darken while in the meantime we passed out star charts and explained to the visitors about certain viewable constellations. We explained how some of the constellations that can viewed in the sky during late October to early November include Pisces, Aquarius, Phoenix, and several others.   As it became darker, the sky started to form clouds that made it hard to see, regardless we were still able to catch a glimpse of the moon and other objects. The moon seemed to be at third quarter waning gibbous due to the new moon coming shortly. We had visitors of all ages to come but especially college aged students. Due to the cloudy night, it made it very difficult to see other stars and objects but we were able to catch a glimpse of the constellation Pisces Austrinus. We recorded an observation of a 7 year old boy who claimed “I have never seen something like this before.” We taught some of the visitors how to use the star charts and attempted to try to find Saturn’s rings but turbulence and a cloudy sky made it difficult. A large portion of our audience was the workers who seemed very interested in looking through the telescope. We showed them how to navigate and operate it as well. As we noticed less and less traffic we packed up the telescope and our recordings. Overall it was a party I’m glad that I experienced. It’s enjoyable to see random bystanders intrigued by what is going on in the sky. I plan on attending more sky gazing parties in the future.

