
Biography 

A local astrophotographer, Michael J. Mangieri operates a small observatory (the actual 
building is still in the planning stages) in Reisterstown, Maryland, where he photographs 
the sky through three telescopes. Michael’s images are all taken from the light polluted sky 
of his backyard, but he still manages to bring out the wonder and stunning vistas of colorful 
star clusters, fantastic glowing nebulae and other deep sky wonders. Whether imaging 
through the larger Celestron EdgeHD-11 to get up close and personal, or the smaller 
William Optics 102mm and ZS61mm to get that wide angle view, he captures the exquisite 
colors and details brought out through using narrow band filters to cut through the light 
pollution and target the specific wavelengths of light that’s being emanated by these deep 
sky objects. 

Born in Bronx, New York in 1953, Michael moved to Maryland in 1966. Married in 1977 to his 
spouse, Joan, who he met in college, he has been active in amateur astronomy throughout 
the years, operated Towson University’s Planetarium in the 70’s, taught at various 
astronomy clubs and colleges in the Maryland/Washington DC area, and now spends 
almost every clear night under the stars in Reisterstown. He is a member of the 
Westminster Astronomical Society, Inc. (WASI) and is the host at the Soldier’s Delight 
visitor center in Owings Mills where he presents different topics in Astronomy and Space 
every third Saturday of the month. 

Michael has a BS in Physics from Towson University and a MS in Software Engineering from 
UMGC and UofMD. He has worked as a software engineer for NASA, the Navy and a 
consultant to defense contractors and the DoD. He is recently retired (2023) and now 
spends his time with his hobby, church activities (Elder and Choral Director at Crosslife 
Bible Church), running his online businesses, travelling the world with his wife and playing 
with his three poodles (Echo, Luna and Ayla). 

Michael also runs several small businesses: Maryland Fiber Arts (mdfiberarts.com), where 
he designs, constructs and produces custom embroidery items and quilts together with 
Joan (who does most of the quilting) and MdAstro, where he offers his astrophotos for sale.  

And if electronic, new age music is to your liking (e.g., Enya, David Arkenstone, Paul Lanz, 
etc.), Michael is also a keyboardist and accordion player and has a couple of CDs available 
under the name ‘Michael J. Mangieri’ available from his website The Music of Michael J. 
Mangieri. 

Emails: mjmangieri@xcalrockets.net,  michael@mdastro.com 

Blog:  SkyandRockets.blogspot.com 
Websites: mdfiberarts.com,  mdastro.com,  mjm-music.com 
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